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INNER CITY MINISTRY 
Every week our Volunteer team looks forward to connecting with those who God brings to 

our food van. The Stories that we hear are real and raw. These are a few of those stories. 

( names used are not real names) 

John turned up at our breakfast van. He was happy, positive and full of joy. I asked him 

why he was so happy. We sat down together and talked. He recalled his experience of being 

adopted into a family where he experienced violence and abuse. He ran away from home at 

the age of 12 and found himself on the streets of Sydney around the Kings Cross area. 

Inevitably, to survive he become involved in theft and dealing drugs. He spent many years 

in and out of jail, but whilst in jail God started to reach out to him as he came in contact 

with Prison Ministries. He slowly came to understand that when we try to live for God and 

his commands we see God blessing our lives. This was revealed to him clearly when he 

gave away a car to a person in need. He still owed $500 in finance. A few days later he 

found $480. He saw this as being a direct message from God: that  ‘if you bless others you 

too will be blessed’ .He now lives to obey Gods commands and to be a blessing to others 

and sees Gods favorable hand upon his life and he gives God the credit. 

We prayed with John that he would understand God’s complete love for him through the 

work of the cross. 

Paul had been going through a period of unemployment and had been forced to sleep rough 

in and around the inner city with his girlfriend Jane.  For a period of about a month they 

slept in Belmore Park and they would come down to the food van whenever we were there. 

We were able to bless them with food, blankets, clothing and conversation. We came to 

learn that Paul was a Christian and always had his Bible handy, but his girlfriend Jane was 

very resistant and very skeptical about Jesus. At the end of each ministry session in the 

Park we always end with worship and prayer. At times we would observe Jane being 

moved by the Holy Spirit during the worship and she secretly confessed to Paul that she 

was able to believe by seeing Gods love on display through the team. Jane gave her life to 

Jesus and now enjoys reading the Bible with Paul , who also commented that she is now a 

much nicer person to be with. 

Matthew was walking passed the van one Friday night. He was heading down to  

Melbourne. He stopped on the sidelines to observe the team and listen to us worship 

 the Lord together. After worship we engaged in conversation with Matthew. 

We learned that he had battled alcoholism for many years but had found some freedom 

through a 12 step program. Unfortunately he had backslidden, lost his job and split up from 

his partner as a result. We were able to explain to him that he needed Jesus to help him 

completely overcome his addiction  and to break the chains of captivity. We prayed with 

him, he gave his life to Jesus and we prayed that Jesus would give him victory, plant him in 

a good Church and restore his life. We never know who God will bring along to the van. 

We are told to go out into the world and not expect the world to come to us. God will use us 

if we make ourselves available. Logan  



 Lalor Park Op Shop  
We sell clothes, other items which are called bric-a-brac and food for the marginalised. 
People do come in and give us items to sell, which is very much appreciated. 
However, these items given to us must be items we can sell. 
As a rule of thumb, is this the sort of item you might wear or buy yourself? 
 
The mini food bank makes it a very vibrant place. On a Wednesday in the middle of the day we unload a van full of 
grocery items that can be purchased by those who have a Centrelink benefit card.  We are able to assist families  
living on the margins with low cost food, with some free items. 
Over 100 people on average would come into the shop each week and they would take away 30 to 40 shopping bags of food. 
 
20% of housing in Lalor Park is Housing NSW and there is a high level of unemployment in the area. 
Recently there was a level of violence by a group of individuals who have come into the suburb, targeting people on drugs.  These sorts 
of attacks are on vulnerable people who are not capable of defending themselves.  
As more needy people coming into the shop, it is a busy place. Our volunteers are able to have a coffee and chat.  We can listen to their 
problems, spend time with them and pray with them if they will accept prayer. 
 
We value your prayers for this vital outreach into a needy area.  
 
John Crawford 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday Fellowship Ministry 
 
This is a weekly outreach in Surry Hills where Jesus Cares ministers to those in need. We provide Tea and Coffee, a home 
cooked meal, blankets and clothing. This ministry has always aimed to show people that they are loved and valued and that 
they should feel safe while with us. It should be Gods place of refuge to those who live in a dark world. Those who meet 
with volunteers on the night van ministry and breakfast are encouraged to come along on Sunday where the team can 
develop stronger ongoing relationships.  
We allow God an opportunity to do His work through worship, the sharing of the word and prayer and we pray to see lives 
transformed by the healing power of Jesus with all who attend. 
Each week we see a balance of regular attendees and new faces coming in to be blessed and God has increased attendance. 
 
New name for Sunday meeting  
The room in which this Ministry is run from is located above the Salvation Army Opportunity Shop and to help establish 
its own identity will now be called ‘THE UPPER ROOM’, the room that tradition says was the location of the Last Supper 
and where the disciples gathered after Jesus was crucified. 
 
Michelle 

 

John Crawford  



Lakemba Book Table and BBQ (South West Sydney) 
 
On one recent Thursday, we had a significant interaction with a Pakistan Muslim. 
He was an older man and it was a very friendly discussion. 
 
We gave him a New Testament in his own language (URDU), and his immediate response was that it had been changed. 
This is what Muslims have been taught to say- that the Bible has been corrupted. He let me explain that this was not true 
and Mohammad never said the Bible was corrupted and in fact he confirmed the scriptures. I was able to give him a 
brochure called Jesus and the Quran that covers this subject well. 
 
We then moved on to salvation and the Christian hope that because Jesus defeated death, born again Christians have that 
same assurance that they go to heaven when they die. 
This brought a great discussion. I was also able to explain that Islam like Judaism teaches that a person can only go to 
heaven based on their good works. That Christianity, has been delivered from the law and that Paul teaches, that we can 
never be good enough, which was why Jesus came to set us free from that bondage. 
He said only God knows if anyone is going to heaven. Yes we said that is true, but it is not about living a good life, but 
repenting and  asking for God's forgiveness and turning away from our sin.  Ultimately we were able to quote the words of 
Paul in Ephesians 2:8-10, that it is by grace we are saved, through faith, it is a gift from God and not by our own works. 
 
During this time this man had a cup of tea, a sausage sandwich as we talked. I thanked him for the tone of the discussion, 
blessed him and hope to see him again. 
 
This was a Holy Spirit moment, and a great reward for coming to the book table on that day. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are now in Ramadan, 

which goes on for a month of intense prayer, dawn to dusk fasting and nightly feasts.  Fasting during Ramadan is one of the 
five pillars of Islam, along with the Muslim declaration of faith, daily prayers, charity and the performing the hajj 
pilgrimage to Mecca.   
Below are photos of "the peace tent", set up outside the Lakemba Uniting Church, which is an outreach for anyone who 
comes by at night during Ramadan. The tent, most nights has been packed with people coming, many are Muslims who ask 
many questions. This outreach was organised by the Lakemba Anglican Church and is staffed by Christian’s eager to share 
their faith, including Arabic speakers. Rosa, our Arabic speaker on our book table on Thursdays has been serving at the 
"peace tent". 
 

The book table at 
Lakemba Uniting 
Church  



 

JESUS CARES DINNER 
On the 25th May, we held our 11th Fundraising Dinner at the Ryde Eastwood Leagues Club.  100 people attended this year. 
We also celebrated 32 years of Ministry.  The speaker this year was Jon Owen the CEO of Wayside Chapel. He is a great 
speaker and we all were inspired by his stories. He is has a real compassion for the poor and the lost, with a great respect for 
the work we do. 
Overall we were able to raise over $30,000 which gives us all a lift, to fund this ministry.  
It costs over $150,000 a year to run this ministry on a day to day basis and whilst the dinner provides a valuable contribution, 
is only part of what we need to run the ministry. 
 
With June 30 approaching there is still time to give a donation. 
Jesus Cares is a Registered Charity and offers Tax deductibility for donors. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We value your prayers in support of  
our volunteers as they work on the front line of ministry 
 

Volunteers 
To register your interest as a volunteer please call   
Logan Miller 0444 558 352  or through the contact form at 
www.jesuscares.com.au 
Volunteers are always needed, especially for our Sunday afternoon meeting. 

Meeting and Ministry Times 
Inner City Ministry 
Breakfast for rough sleepers around Central Station. Thurs  leave at 6am from Denistone start  serving at 7am in the 
city 
 
Van Ministry every Friday and Saturday night-meet at the Ministry Centre in Denistone at 5 30pm to prepare food, have a 
time of fellowship and  praise and worship  before setting out  to the city in the Jesus Cares van. 
 
Sunday Afternoon Fellowship every Sunday Afternoon (4pm – 6pm), at the Salvation Army Street level Premises,  
corner Crown and Albion Streets, Surry Hills. Volunteers always needed to help  with service of tea and coffees and a hot 
meal.  
 
Threads of Hope Op Shop-Shop 3 Freeman Street Lalor Park  ring John Crawford   0415 803 000  

 
If you would like to receive future newsletters by email  as PDF file - log on to 
www.jesuscares.com.au and complete the contact form there or email  
coordinator@jesuscares.com.au . This would help greatly with the cost of posting . 
 

Proverbs 19 v 17 Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, He will reward them for what 
they have done.  

Logan and Michelle  
Ministry Coordinators  


