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INNER CITY MINISTRY 

 

The volunteer ministry team that goes out onto the streets Friday and Saturday nights, have 

for the past 12 months been building connections with a young lady called Debbie (not her 

real name) who came to find herself on the streets due to circumstances beyond her control. 

She has been battling addictions. We give thanks to all the volunteers who have lovingly 

sown seeds into Debbie's life. She made a commitment to Jesus Christ in December 

last year and now knows that she is loved, and that she has an Eternal future.   

 

One team member spoke to Morris (not his real name) in Belmore Park. He had heard the  

Gospel before but never completely understood the message fully. When the Gospel was 

explained to him in a different way, and by a different person, he ‘got it’ and accepted Jesus 

as his Saviour. The scales were lifted off his eyes. This encourages me to just faithfully go 

and share the message and let the Holy Spirit do the work, not knowing what seeds have 

been previously sown into a person's heart. 

Prayers were prayed for a man who had purchased a yearly pass for safety as he travels and 

sleeps on the train between Sydney and Melbourne. He says he would rather live like that 

than risk sleeping on the streets. After the prayer he was given a Bible to read. We saw him 

again two weeks later and said he is really starting to seek after God and Eternity. 

 

The teams going out onto the streets have been very passionate in sharing the Gospel and 

praying for people. We have seen a good number of people coming to faith and an increase 

in volunteers going out.  Many Bibles continue to be handed out and the ministry has been 

blessed with over 2000 pocket sized copies of ‘the book of John”. Our own words are  

ineffective in bringing change,: only by sharing Gods word and putting the written Word of 

God into the hands of those in darkness can we see transformation in a person from the  

inside out. 

                                  
 
“For the word of God is active and alive. 
                                      Sharper than any double edged sword, 
                                      it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, 
                                      joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts 
                                      and attitudes of the heart”                
                                      Hebrews 4:12 
Logan 

 
 

 
 



 
HOMELESSNESS AND BEING PERMANTELY HOUSED 
 
Once a year there is a street count of people sleeping rough in Sydney conducted by the City of Sydney Council.  

The February 2019 count showed 373 were sleeping rough, an increase of 13% over last year’s count. Since the Martin 

place tent city, just over 18 months ago, 350 people have been provided with housing. 

Despite these intensive efforts, the numbers of rough sleepers are still on the rise. (source: Homelessness NSW) 

 

What is really needed is a substantial increase in the investment in social housing. Government-funded social housing is 

the key to a better life for many of Australia’s most vulnerable citizens. From victims of family violence to people with 

disabilities and those experiencing homelessness, a new report by the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare states. 

 

Social housing-a mix of government-owned public housing and private sector "community housing” for the poor-has been 

starved of funding in Australia with just 3.3 percent of the population living in social housing in 2016, compared with 5 

percent in 2001. 

There is a current shortfall of 433,000 social housing homes due to 25 years of inadequate investment by state and federal 

governments. The current construction rate: little more than 3,000 dwellings a year-does not even keep pace with the rising 

need, let alone make inroads into today’s backlog. Research by the Australian Housing and Urban Institute. 

 

With 195,000 Australian households currently on the waiting list, however, many face the prospect of years without a 

home. Many of these people we meet on the streets, they are either sleeping rough, or living in temporary accommodation, 

live in a day to day crisis of not really knowing where they will be sleeping. 

So please pray for them and with both State and Federal Elections on the horizon, we all can also make our concerns for 

the vulnerable, the poor and the marginalised heard. 

 
Vincent Greentree (known as Vince to his many friends)  
  

Since the last newsletter, Vince has passed away. He was a man who had been homeless for some 39 
years. Jesus Cares ministry has been in operation for over 30 years, and we have known Vince all that 
time and served him most Friday and Saturday nights at Tom Uren Square, Woolloomooloo.  More 
recently he was granted housing near Tom Uren Square, but invariably we would still see him when 
we took the van out. 
  
Vince has met the then Governor General Quentin Bryce and has been  
written up in the media, yet he remained homeless, until just a few years ago.  
  
It was a real joy to know Vince. I was also privileged to be at his funeral, together with others from Jesus Cares, that was 
held at Tom Uren Square Woolloomooloo. 
I have had many conversations with Vince over the years; given him  
Bible tapes at one time. It is good to know that he accepted Jesus as his Lord and 
Saviour. 
  
Elwyn   
  

 Picture from  (SMH) 



 
Lakemba Book Table and BBQ (South West Sydney) 

 

Recently an Iraqi man came to the book table and sat with us. He had left Islam and was still searching for a spiritual 

meaning to his life. We had a good conversation with him and explained the gospel message. He was fearful of dying and 

was unclear if heaven was open to him. 

We gave him the Nabeel Qureshi book, Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus to read and asked him to come back and talk with 

us. 

Last week there were many Muslim women in Lakemba who had come to listen to an  

Islamic speaker on how they interact with their husbands. 

A number came to the book table and we had a long conversation with them. We were 

joined at the book table by Graeme, the Uniting Church Minister; it was good to have him 

with us. One young lady asked if we could send her a Study Bible, which one of our  

Arabic Speakers was able to do. It was received with thanks. 

Not that we fully convinced them but we were able to explain a lot about the Christian 

faith and they took some Christian pamphlets with them. 

Talking with people from other faiths and cultures is a journey for them and just one  

conversation is not going to move all the pieces into place. Our consistency of being in a 

place they can come to and our prayers and your prayers can and do make a difference. 

 
Elwyn, Judith and Rosa 
 

Sunday Fellowship Ministry 
This ministry is all about Gods love for people, no matter what 

their circumstances.  

On Sunday afternoons we are able to connect with people on a one 

to one basis and be a part of their life. We continue to be humbled 

by people who can still see God  

working for the good in their life even though by the world's stand-

ards most have very little. Their faith is strong and  

growing having received living water placed within and from above. It is also an incredible experience to meet people week 

after week and seeing a transformation take place.  

Little by little God rebuilds and renews, and it is a miracle to behold. I thank Him, as do our volunteers, for the privilege of 

being a small part of the process. 

God has blessed us with more volunteers on Sundays and we are grateful for the ladies from the Central Coast who have 

joined the team to provide meals. 

 

Christmas party 2018  
We had a good attendance of around 120 people who enjoyed a hot lunch and gifts donated by our wonderful  

supporters .  

A big thank you to all our volunteers who made it a wonderful time of celebration.. The renovation of the salvation army 

hall made it very comfortable. We are most grateful that the Salvation army allow us to use their premises on a Sunday  

afternoon.  
 
 
 

Gift bags provided by supporters of Jesus Cares Ministry  



 

 

 
New Ministry Headquarters 
We have taken a big breath and made the decision to relocate from Eastwood to Denistone.  

Geographically it is not a big move, but is more suitable to the current needs of the ministry. The new base is more  

practical, requiring less maintenance. It is closer to public transport for volunteers, provides us with more space and will 

help the ministry reduce rental expenditure. So a win win situation. 

 
Prayer needs  
 
∗ We value your prayers of support for Logan and Michelle and the volunteers as they work on the front line 

of ministry 
∗ Cooler nights are on the way so blankets or sleeping bags are needed                                                      

(contact Logan for collection arrangements) 
∗ Pray that we will get good numbers for our annual fundraising dinner in May and for continued financial 

support.  

 
Volunteers 
To register your interest as a volunteer please call   
Logan Miller 0444 558 352  or through the contact form at 
www.jesuscares.com.au 
Volunteers are always needed, especially for our Sunday afternoon meeting. 

 
Meeting and Ministry Times 
 
Inner City Ministry 
Breakfast for rough sleepers around Central Station. Thurs  leave at 6am from Denis-
tone start  serving at 7am in the city 
 
Van Ministry every Friday and Saturday night-meet at the Ministry Centre in Denistone at 5 
30pm to prepare food, have a time of fellowship and  praise and worship  before setting out  to the city in the Jesus Cares 
van. 
 
Sunday Afternoon Fellowship every Sunday Afternoon (4pm – 6pm), at the Salvation Army Street level Premises,  

corner Crown and Albion Streets, Surry Hills. Volunteers always needed to help  with service of tea and coffees and a hot 
meal.  
 
Threads of Hope Op Shop-Shop 3 Freeman Street Lalor Park  ring John Crawford   0415 803 000  

 
If you would like to receive future newsletters by email  as PDF file - log on to 
www.jesuscares.com.au and complete the contact form there or email  
coordinator@jesuscares.com.au . This would help greatly with the cost of posting . 

Diary Dates  

ANNUAL FUND -RAISING DINNER 
 

Jesus Cares is holding its Annual Fundraising Dinner on Saturday night 25th May 2019 at the 
Ryde Eastwood Leagues Club, 117 Ryedale Road West Ryde. Starts at 6.30pm with Food served 
at 7pm. 
 
The Guest Speaker will be Jon Owen, the CEO of Wayside Chapel. Jon is well known to Jesus 
Cares, having 
previously been working for Urban Neighbours of Hope. 
 
This is great night, not to missed, when you will have great food, great fellowship, and be  
informed of what is takes to minister to the poor and the marginalised. 
 
Please invite your friends to come and learn more about Jesus Cares Ministry. 


