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Your donation today will 
make a real difference 
to supporting the 
homeless, isolated and   
at-risk people in our 
community.  
 
 
As the cooler months 
approach consider a 
donation of good used or 
new  warm clothing , socks, 
sleeping bags and 
blankets . 
Contact Michael Smith if 
you can help in this way  

JESUS CARES  NEWSLETTER  Autumn  2017 

A MINISTRY THAT SHARES THE GOSPEL BY  REACHING OUT TO THE POOR, THE 

HOMELESS AND THE MARGINALISED PEOPLE OF SYDNEY TELLING THEM THE GOOD 

NEWS OF JESUS  FOR THE  LAST 30 YEARS  

INNER CITY MINISTRY 
God's Blessings abound 
As a team we have seen an increase in prayer, ministry and salvations. Every month 
someone  accepts Jesus as their Lord. 
 
Just a few months ago, we met a young man (Mac) in his late teens who had been 
addicted to ice ( crystal meth) for three years. One of our volunteers reached out and 
shared the Good News of Jesus with him. Mac received Jesus, and as a team, we 
surrounded him and prayed for the filling of the Holy Spirit and deliverance from 
the strongholds of  addiction. 
Last month, in January, Mac came specifically to the van to say hello and tell us that 
he is off the street, arranging to go back to school and that he wanted to find a 
church to go to. 
 
I was so touched that God had intervened in this young man's life so that he did not 
spend the next 30-40 years on the streets as a drug addict. And, now he is 
connecting with God’s plan and purpose for his life. Only God can change a life in 
an instant, it is the reason we go - to see that one life has been turned around for 
Jesus. 
 
On another Saturday night the Spirit of God was at work– in an amazing way. At 
Woolloomooloo, one of our volunteers ministered with a man named Paul and led 
him to receive Jesus Christ. 
At Belmore Park people were actually lining up to be prayed for, the team were 
ministering and praying trying to keep up with the demand.  
One particular couple wanted prayer to “get off the drugs” to be free, to find 
freedom and get their life back on track.  
It was one of those times when we were placed in 
the very the presence of the Holy Spirit. Those 
who were there on that night were privileged to 
experience his Power and His gentleness.  
 
At the start of 2017, we have received a high 
number of those wanting to volunteer. 
We conducted our first volunteer training with 
Prof Allan Bull, who has offered to oversee our 
training, in between lecturing in Psychology at 
Macquarie University. 
Michael 
 Ministry at 

Belmore Park  



Lalor Park Op-shop and mini food bank 

It was a quiet end of year, this year, a year to remember the people who are no longer with us. 

 It has been one of the hardest years in ministry with the volunteers as well, as we all realise the 
important role we can play in the lives of the people we meet.  I believe it has brought the team closer 
like family, and we are starting to get to know the new people who have moved into the area.  

We have just under 600 people on our books for food assistance (obviously we don’t see that many per 
week) and it is great to see the bond that is building with them.  Several people were encouraged to 
attend one of our local churches that we have built a relationship with. We join with these Churches in 
December where we jointly provide   carols and free dinner where we again reached over 400 people- with quite a 
few new faces.  

We worked well again with  Commons Groundz, the Coffee Shop next door to us who opened their doors on 
Christmas day to offer free coffee and cake for people who are locals living on their own. Many food hampers were 
also given out to a lot of single mums and families who we know are doing it tough. 

 I talked to a young lady who we caught stealing clothes from our shop.  Even though she was quite embarrassed 
because we caught her -she was willing to talk.  I had to ask her why she did it. She told me she was doing it tough 
and didn’t have anything where she was living (drugs and alcohol were a major factor). I discussed with her the 
reason we were in the community and explained if she wanted help- all she had to do was ask? 

 As the conversation went on it was obvious she was very lonely and didn’t have many female friends around and I 
suggested the local churches that she could visit and to build friendships. It all takes time and I explained that her 
actions don’t build trust with people, so she agreed to go to 
one of the local churches and try meeting new people. 

Of course, I was challenged by one or two of our volunteers as 
why I didn’t call the police? My explanation was that at times 
God wants us to show grace over Judgement. 

It is always amazing how God brings people to us to show His 
love in so many different ways. I suppose this is one of the 
wonderful things about being part of the Op Shop  as we get 
the opportunity to truly engage in people’s lives. 

So please keep praying for us and the volunteers who serve the 

people we come in contact with so God can use us to bring a 

special something into their lives- His love and His grace. 

John Crawford 

Lakemba Book Table ( South West Sydney) 
 
We continue to serve God by reaching out on Thursdays outside the Lakemba Uniting Church, running a 
book table and offering Bibles, Tracts, CD's in a multitude of languages. As well as offering hot food, 
coffee and cake-all in the name of Middle Eastern hospitality. 
 
A man came to the table and wanted a conversation. He was a Muslim but expressed his love for Jesus. As 
with many Muslims who are seeking the truth, they have great respect for Jesus, who is prophet of Islam, 
but find it difficult to understand the divine nature of Jesus. 
Yet we saw something in this man-he showed joy on his face. One of our volunteers reached over and took 
both his hands. Can I pray for you that you find the real Jesus? He said yes and a most beautiful prayer 
was prayer over him that he received with great joy. 
This man took the "Jesus book" so he can read and know who Jesus really is. 
 
In the next few weeks we will be running an Alpha course in conjunction with the Lakemba Uniting 
Church after the Book Table and we ask for your prayers that Muslims and those from other faiths we ask 
to come to Alpha, will accept. 
 
Elwyn  
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Liverpool (Macquarie Mall) 

Barry (not his real name) was our first “customer”. 

On our first day in October 2015, we took the Jesus Cares Van out on the streets of Liverpool wondering where we 
could park and offer our services.  

A bit concerned that God was not “blessing” my efforts, I took a stroll up the mall where I found Barry at around 
6.00am wandering aimlessly. He was about my age and didn’t look as if he was homeless – but he had that look of 
loneliness that is the trait of those who are broken. So I invited him back down to the van for a free breakfast and 
maybe a cup of tea or coffee. When he accepted, I heaved a huge sigh of relief, thankful that I could finally show 
someone the kindness that Jesus had shown me over the past 40 odd years. 

I asked Barry if he was a local and encouraged him to tell me a little about himself. But on that first day, Barry was 
very quiet as he ate his Weet Bix and seemed reluctant, almost ashamed, that he was relegated to having to accept 
“charity” from us. So I told him a little about what Jesus had done for me since I first believed. 

After that first week, we decided not to use the Jesus Cares van but set up a Jesus Cares sign with a table where we 
could serve tea and coffee, breakfast and bickies. Barry was a regular and was well-known to the “street” 
community and came to our table practically every Tuesday morning except when he was sick. On some occasions, 
he actually smiled when he saw us. But mostly, he had a worried look on his face as though he wasn’t really at home 
in this world: I guess is how we all feel periodically. 

I walked past him, a few months ago, to set up the table. Barry didn’t see me and seemed distracted and had his head 
bowed and was praying aloud. He looked troubled but never opened up to me and I never felt to intrude. 

A couple of weeks ago one of our regulars to the table told us that he had heard that Barry had passed away after 
being found bleeding from his head and lying at the bottom of the stairs leading to his unit. 

We don’t know the circumstances of his passing and will never know, in this life, the effect we had on him. But 
what we do know is that Christ sent us to represent Him in this world. 

Since we've begun Jesus Cares in Liverpool we have met a lot of people who are like Barry; both male and female. 

But whenever I think of Barry I think of the saying, “You can never do a kindness too soon, because you may never know how 
soon it will be too late.” 

David & Janette 
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An invitation -to join us 
We should all ask ourselves as Christians, what are we doing in this world? We certainly live in 
the world but are we just living like everyone else or are we making a real difference? 
We in Jesus Cares would like to feel that we have and are still making a difference. 
Jesus Cares Ministry is not a church but we have the same values and understand the same Kingdom 
principles as the early church that we read about in the book of Acts. 
Even whilst we come from many church backgrounds we are joined together because we not only have an 
empathy for the lost, the downtrodden, those who are rejected by society, but we reach out to these people 
in both Christian and practical ways. 
If as you read this Newsletter you are challenged and want to do something about reaching the lost, we 
would appreciate your prayers, support and involvement. It matters little to God what age you are or what 
abilities you have, God looks at our heart and willingness to be involved in His work. There are many 
ways you can support the ministry and we invite you to come to Jesus Cares Annual fundraising  dinner on 
Saturday 27th May  at Ryde Eastwood leagues club where you will learn more about the breadth of the 
Ministry.   
 
Copy the link  https://www.trybooking.com/OZTU  into THE TOP BAR  OF your browser and 
follow instructions  
 

Our  invited Guest Speaker will be Major Paul Moulds AM. 

Major Paul Moulds is well known to Jesus Cares, mainly due to his work with disadvantaged youth in the 
inner city of Sydney. Paul has transformed the Salvation Army's youth programs into one of the most 
effective and comprehensive youth services in Australia-the Oasis Youth Support Network. 
With his wife Robbin, they also established and managed the Sydney Street Level Mission, an outreach to 
disadvantaged people. 
In 2010, Paul and his wife Robbin were awarded an 
Order of Australia for their work with homeless and 
disadvantaged youth. 
In  2013, Paul  worked on Nauru and Manus Island  to 
head the Salvation  Army's work with asylum seekers. 
Currently Paul is located at Auburn and is part of the 

Army's Humanitarian Mission Services, which 

coordinates the work with asylum seekers as a board 

member and official spokesperson. 

Volunteers 

To register your interest as a volunteer please call  
Michael Smith 0405 159 623  

We always need volunteers on a Sunday afternoon  roster at Street Level help with serving coffee and 
hot meal. Call Elwyn if you can help on Sunday.  
Meeting and Ministry Times 
 
Inner City Ministry 
Breakfast for rough sleepers around Central Station. Thurs  leave at 6am from Eastwood start  serving at 
7am in the city 
 
Van Ministry every Friday and Saturday night-meet at the Ministry Centre 6 pm to prepare food, have a time of 
fellowship and  praise and worship  before setting out  to the city in the Jesus Cares van. 
 
Sunday Afternoon Fellowship every Sunday Afternoon (4pm – 6pm), at the Salvation Army Street level 

Premises, corner Crown and Albion Streets, Surry Hills. Volunteers always needed to help  with service of tea and 
coffees and a hot meal.  
 
Threads of Hope Op Shop-Shop 3 Freeman Street Lalor Park  ring John Crawford   0415 803 000  
 

Christmas Party for disadvantaged held in December. 


