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JESUS CARES NEWS NEWSLETTER 

A MINISTRY THAT REACHES OUT TO THE POOR, HOMELESS AND 

MARGINALISED PEOPLE OF OUR CITY WITH THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS 

Inner City Ministry 
 
"But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel" MATTHEW 10: 6 
 

In the years I have been with Jesus Cares Ministry, I have been amazed as I have listened to the 
stories of Christian homeless men and women living on the streets of Sydney. One particular 
group is the indigenous community. 

To sit and minister to my aboriginal brothers and sisters gave me a new found respect for the 
rich thread of Christianity which I did not know existed.  It runs deep in their faith as believers, 
because they heard the gospel of our LORD Jesus Christ while they were brought up on the 
mission reserves.  They told stories of how the Lutherans discipled Aboriginal men to go out and 
preach the gospel to the Aboriginal nation. Although racked with alcoholism, poor health and 
poverty their stories are not one of despair, but of trust and love for Jesus regardless of their 
situation.  I've come across Aboriginal men and women who studied under well-known pastors 
here in Sydney. They have knowledge of the Word, and are filled with the Holy Ghost but most 
of all love God and know that God loves them. 

It has been easy for me as I have ministered to help those who have back-slidden back to faith in 
God .  When they have reconnected to a loving God, they have come off the street and gone 
back to their respective community and reconnected again to their families.  

One particular case was that of Brandon. A couple of years ago, the Lord sent me to an 
Aboriginal Mission reserve outside Wellington near Dubbo for 3 days, where I preached in a 
horse stable to the indigenous community. During that time I met Brandon. He was the drummer 
for a local Pentecostal Church who happened to be playing on the last night I was there. When 
the meeting was over, he asked for a lift to take his drum kit home. As we drove to his place he 
asked if I remembered him- to which I replied; '...not really, why?' He told me how I had 
ministered and prayed for him 5 years previously at Belmore Park in Sydney. I still don't 
remember the encounter to this day, but here was a Aboriginal man serving The LORD again. 
Praise be to God.  

"I was prompted to write this story after ministering to the aboriginal men who are currently 
sleeping in Belmore park". (see the photo of 
the tents). 

 

 

God is calling us to go to the lost sheep. Jesus 
Cares ministry is doing that.   

Bill 

 Autumn 2015 

Rejoicing as an Aboriginal brother from the 

streets is bap�sed ,having made a 

recommitment  to his Chris�an faith.    



Lalor Park Op-shop 
 
The Op Shop reaches out to a community that has great needs, an area of high unemployment and social disadvantage. 

We call the Op Shop “Threads of Hope”.  

Apart from running the shop and providing a mini Foodbank, after we close we have a meeting on Tuesday night at the shop. 

Many of our volunteers are Christians with some not Christians yet! 

 

One of the issues we have discussed is” what am I here for”?, which is a question the world asks as well as many believers.  We 
looked up scripture and the group determined that God created us to love us, care for us and have a relationship with him. 

As we have journeyed with this question, it has provided purpose, security and above all a sense of self worth as they realise it 
does not matter what others think, as they know God the creator loves them and values them. 

This truth is life changing. 

 

The Op shop is linking up with a local school to help with the breakfast program, two days a week.  This is something that has 
been on my heart for a long time and God has opened a door to us to serve Him, praise his name! 

 

Another aspect of the work of the Op Shop is ministering to those who have lost family and friends through drug overdoses.  
Whilst we cannot always give the answers they want, we can be with them and support them through their pain and love them 
through these difficult times.    

I know as we journey with them and show Gods love, this creates trust that allows us to speak Christs love into their lives. 

 

Please be in prayer for Gods provision and Gods wisdom as we input into the lives of those we serve in this community. 

 

John Crawford 

 
Blacktown 
On Friday nights a team of dedicated volunteers, meet outside Blacktown 
Station. 
We have a table with simple food, coffee and tea together with Bibles and 
tracts. 
Some stories from those our team interacted with. 
 
Colin (not his real name), 20 year old, came to the table and started to share the story of his life with us. We could 
see he was distressed. He showed us his arms which were covered in scars from cutting (self-harming).I found out 
he had been sexually abused by his step father when he was a small child. He felt a lot of pain and emotional distress 
which led him to take up heroin later in life. This led to criminal activity which landed him in jail for a year with the 
'big boys', though thankfully in a disability wing. He is now on Methadone and being looked after by carers. He is a 
lovely young man, very polite and he appreciated us listening to him. He had started going to church and believed 
God had saved him from dying as he had a bad infection from injecting. But he needs regular fellowship. We 
encouraged him to go to the bible studies at the church he went to. He said he would, but he suffers from depression 
so there's no telling if he'll get there. He allowed us to pray for him and was very grateful for it. Is there someone out 
there who would take him under their wing?  
 
Jessie (not his real name) stuck around and spoke to us. We've seen him many times but he's usually hyperactive and 
not able to keep a sensible conversation going. But this time he was subdued as his grandfather had just died and he 
had regrets of not seeing him enough. He listened to our counsel and allowed us to pray for him.We need to pray for 
these children that Jesus said 'Forbid them not....' They are precious in His eyes.  
 
While we were talking to Colin (who is part Koori) an Aboriginal person who we have seen many times before 
down at the station sitting around listening to what we were saying. We read the scripture out for him so he could 
hear it. He was quite cynical, but was touched when God gave us a word about him. He couldn't look at us for a 
while - close to tears. God get through to him please. Only your Holy Spirit can speak to his spirit.  
 
Alison was chatting a person, Paul(not his real name), nearly all evening. As we began to pack up Alison left, but he 
came over for another coffee and started chatting with us. He told us he was looking for work as a Primary teacher 
and had only been in Sydney a couple of weeks. We ended up giving him a lift home (just around the corner from 
where I live). But, before we left, spent time showing him through scripture who Jesus was and why He came. I gave 
him one of our bibles with underlined scriptures in it and a prayer, which he read out and liked. He was very open. 
Pray that God will reveal Himself to him. Would you also pray that God would find him the right job.  
Vanessa 
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ANNUAL FUNDRAISING DINNER  Saturday 30th May 2015 6 30 pm 
Ryde Eastwood Leagues Club 
Guest Speaker Rev Noreen Towers OAM 
Details and booking from our website www.jesuscares.net  
 
We are privileged and delighted that Noreen, a person of great experience and great compassion for the homeless and the 
marginalised, has accepted our invitation as guest speaker this year. 

For 40 years Rev Noreen Towers was in ministry at Wesley Mission where Noreen was responsible for the ministry to homeless 
persons. 
During this time Noreen established a Church for the homeless and a day care centre.  With 
few people coming to Church Noreen went out to parks and the places the homeless were 
and encouraged them to come to Church.  “I would see them sitting in the gutter, with 
bottles in their pockets and invite them to church, the following week they would come 
back to Church bringing their mates.” 
Remembering this was in the sixties would have taken an enormous amount of courage, by 
years end, the Church grew from 12 people to some 200. 
Here Noreen could see that God had called her and placed her in a ministry to serve those 
with huge needs.  “I just starting seeing them as my friends,” she said. 
Noreen was instrumental in the opening of Edward Eagar Lodge which continues to this day 
to provide crisis accommodation in the heart of the city at Darlinghurst.  
In 1979 Noreen was awarded a Churchill Fellowship to study the care of homeless people in 
USA, Canada, Europe and United Kingdom. 
Noreen then established Serenity Farm where homeless people were able to recover from 
addictions, Community Housing which provided supported accommodation to assist people 
to live in the community, and Wesley Rehabilitation Services a structured program for men 
and women with alcohol and drug problems who were keen to start a new lifestyle. 
In 1991 a book entitled NO FIXED ADDRESS by Margaret Reeson was published which 
tells the story of the first 25 years of ministry with the homeless. 
After 40 years of ministry with the homeless, Noreen was awarded an OAM in recognition 
of her services to the community. 
Noreen later left her position with the homeless and moved to Orange as the minister of the Orange Parish, retiring in 2014 
celebrating over 50 years in ministry. 
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Volunteers get together , celebrating 
Christmas  

Once again we were able to present a Christmas dinner for our street friends along with a gift pack supplied by 
volunteers from a local church. There were about 80 people in attendance. 

Christmas dinner at Street Level 2014 



Prayer needs  
 
Supporting Jesus Cares Ministry  
Dinner 
Please pray for the Fundraising Dinner on Saturday May 30th, which has become a vital means of raising funds for the 

ministry. 

Premises 
We wish to expand and grow our ministry in the outer Western Suburbs of Sydney. Our current shop is now too small as we 

also run a Food Bank and so a larger shop, which will mean increased rent, is a high priority for us. 

Our heart also is to have our own place at West Ryde where we run our ministry from and not need to pay rent. We ask you to 

pray that God may find a donor who will gift a Ministry Centre to us. 

 

Volunteers 
We are blessed by the volunteers that God gives us. However we are always needing volunteers who have a passion to serve 

Him in this ministry. We ask you to pray an increase to our volunteer base. Jesus Cares will support and train volunteers who 

will be well supervised and guided.  

 

LAKEMBA (South West Sydney) 
Jesus Cares has started a ministry in Lakemba on Thursdays from 11am to 3pm We have a table with Bibles and tracts, as well 
offering coffee and tea. 
Similar to what we do at Blacktown. 
 
We are located outside the Lakemba Uniting Church which is a superb location, on the main Street and close to the Railway 
Station. 
Appreciate the support from the minister Graeme Watkins (a Jesus cares 
volunteer) and the church. 
 
Whilst it is early days having only started this in February, nonetheless we strongly feel this what God has called us to do. 
Lakemba is 50% Muslim, with many other nationalities. 
We have Bibles and tracts in both English and Arabic, are encouraged thus far as we have had a good response. 
Jesus Cares is blessed to have two volunteers in the ministry who are Arabic speakers, which helps a lot.  
 
As you know we live in very different times to some years ago and many Christians believe what is happening in our world 
provides us with a great opportunity to reach out to Muslims. Yet our ministry is to all who come by our table. 
 
We will keep you posted in subsequent Newsletters of our progress in reaching out in Lakemba. 
 
Elwyn 

 
Meeting and Ministry Times 
 
Inner City Ministry 
 
Breakfast for rough sleepers around Central Station. Thurs & Fri 
(leave at 6am from Ryde, start   serving at 7am in the city) 
 
Van Ministry every Friday and Saturday night-meet at the Ministry Centre 
6.30-7pm for food preparation, fellowship, praise and worship (call Bill on 0401 
972 552 if you want to volunteer) 
 
Sunday Afternoon Fellowship every Sunday Afternoon (4pm – 6pm), at the 
Salvation Army Street level Premises, corner Crown and Albion Streets, Surry Hills. 
 
Blacktown/ Lalor Park  Ministry 
Meets at Blacktown Station on Friday nights-ring Vanessa Burgess 0425 532 820 
 
Threads of Hope Op Shop-Shop 3 Freeman Street Lalor Park  ring John Crawford   0415 803 000  
 

 
 
 

Serving breakfast 


