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JESUS CARES NEWS NEWSLETTER 
  Spring 2016 

A MINISTRY THAT SHARES THE GOSPEL BY  REACHING OUT TO THE POOR, THE 

HOMELESS AND THE MARGINALISED PEOPLE OF SYDNEY TELLING THEM THE GOOD 

NEWS OF JESUS 

Inner City Ministry 
A night out on the streets of Sydney Woolloomooloo 

I was serving coffee from the Jesus Cares Van and a very young man came for 
coffee. The minute I saw him I just knew that this man was ready to accept Jesus 
into his heart this very night. I started a conversation told him God loves him. 
At that time there were many people waiting for coffee and so I had to wait until 
another volunteer could take over the serving of coffee. 
I was the able to talk with this young man and he shared some of his story with me. 
He came from a troubled family and left home at an early age and ended up on the 
streets.  He got involved in drug taking, starting off with using cannabis but this led 
him to become an ice user (methamphetamine). 
He has a desire to get away from drugs and the people he currently is hanging out 
with. 
I was able to share with him about the good news of Jesus Christ. That there is hope 
for him, that God loves him with a love that is unconditional which is more 
powerful than any love he has ever known. 
Also I shared my testimony on what Jesus has done in my life. This young man 
accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and Saviour and I was able to lead him in the 
prayer of salvation. 
He stayed with us and before we moved to the next spot and as the team gathered 
around to pray and sing worship songs. The team all prayed for him, he was touched 
by God and there were tears of a great blessing. 
 
Belmore Park 
 I saw a man standing by himself and started talking to him.  I felt there was an 
opportunity to go deeper so I asked him if he knew Jesus. He said that he had heard 
of him. 
I shared the gospel with this man, the love of Christ and how much Jesus wanted a 
relationship with him. 
I also shared my own personal testimony, as I always do and asked him if he wanted 
that same relationship with Jesus because it could be his as well. 
 
With another volunteer we were able to lead a man in a prayer of salvation. We 
asked how he felt and he expressed his joy and told us that he had a good and 
wonderfully warm feeling. 
God is working on the streets of Sydney and we are privileged that he allows us to 
serve Him in his ministry as we reach out to the lost 
 
From a volunteer A city of contrasts (pictures 

SMH) 



Lalor Park Op-shop and mini food bank 
 
Lalor Park Shining through Darkness. 
 

This year has been an incredibly difficult year for people we know in the community with 
some  8 people we know who have passed away. 
Some from drugs others from natural causes and others from tragic circumstances.  One such 
person was a lady we called the Pink Lady who loved the Lord and was such a wonderful 
person to have known. 
She was called  the Pink Lady because she like pink and every time she came 
into our shop all the volunteers would be running around looking for Pink 
clothes scarves anything Pink.  The Pink lady was a  very happy go lucky 
person who would always talk about Our Lord Jesus when she came in to the 
shop  and  was an inspiration to everyone who knew her. 
 
At her Memorial Service it was clear she had had a tough upbringing and 
overcame many trials in life and of course her strength had come from God.  
Yet despite of the difficulties she shone in the community with people having 
a giggle about her love for Pink and  making  an impact on everyone who 
knew her.  
As difficult as it can be in letting go of the people you come to know and love 
it is also a privilege to be able to share a chapter in their life.  This  is one 
aspect  that is so special about the volunteers who work in the Op Shop- they 
have a heart and a desire to love our community no matter how dysfunctional 
many may be. 
 
The Ladies group is going well and those who come are growing with  lots  
of questions being asked  by the ladies which shows how hungry they are for 
God. 
 
We are involved with the School breakfast program at the local Primary  
School which is  going well  but we are in need of more volunteers.  
In September we will be commencing the  next course on Budgeting  for 
the community in cooperation with the Department of Housing.  
 
Please pray for those who attend so that  they will be able to handle their  
finances better as well as helping people to  create  opportunities to share 
the love of Jesus in a practical way.  
God bless and thank you all for your prayers and support. 
John C 
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Volunteers at the Op shop  

A very creative mural on  the wall 
opposite the op shop 

Serving breakfast at 
Central station 



Lakemba Book Table (South West Sydney) 

 
We run more than a book table, we have a BBQ where we provide sausage sandwiches (halal of course), 
Arabic coffee and cake, balloons for  children and the book table where we provide scriptures and CDs in 
many languages.  
We are located just opposite the bus stop and even the bus drivers know where we are and  regularly stop 
their bus and  come over for a sausage sandwich.  
When we first came to Lakemba many people wondered if this was a dangerous place. 
That has not been the case, quite the reverse, as people are friendly and we have 
come to realise what we are offering is a service that people want and  many 
come. 
 
One group of people we have spoken to recently are Australian women who had 
a church background before converting to Islam. When we interact with them, 
they have had a poor, even a bad experience with a Christian School or Church 
where the love of Jesus Christ was not shown to them. 
They say they have found in Islam structure that they did not have previously. 
They often approach us  in an aggressive manner, but calm down as we talk to 
them. We are able to share the real Jesus with them, a Jesus they never knew. 
We trust they will back and  engage further with us. These women need your 
prayers. 
 
What we are doing is offering Gods love, hospitality and scriptures in many 
languages. 
We know the Word of God is life changing and our mission is to give away as 
many Bibles, CD's tracts as we can. That is our job and then we leave it up to 
God to do the rest. 

What a blessing it is to serve Him! 

Elwyn 

 
Macquarie Mall, Liverpool (South West Sydney) 
I recently spoke to a friend, who herself had been a volunteer with Jesus Cares for many years. We spoke 
about the work we are doing now on the streets of Liverpool. I told her that many, who walk past our coffee 
and breakfast table, greet us on their way to work on a Tuesday morning. One passer-by drops off a packet 
of biscuits periodically while others, cakes they have made the night before and, some give us donations. 
She carefully listened and nodded knowingly saying that God had given us favour in the community. 
It is so comforting to know that Jesus moves on people in ways beyond our wildest imagination. So many in 
our community in Liverpool empathise with those who are broken, marginalised and even homeless but 
cannot always show they care, other than to support us in ways that even surprise us.  
 

On Tuesday morning I was walking with a man to the local Mission that arranges emergency 
accommodation. We had served him with Weetbix breakfast, some sweet coffee and several biscuits. He 
was wearing only a pair of shorts and a T- shirt and told us he had slept on the steps of the local library. He 
also appeared to be experiencing a crystal meth “comedown”. It had been a very cold night and he was 
shivering with cold so I took off my jacket and put it around his shoulders. A middle aged and well-dressed 
businessman had been watching from a nearby coffee shop. He ran after us, grabbed a heavy jacket and 

said; “Here take this it is worth over $1000 – look after it.” I could hardly contain my tears at this act of 
kindness from a complete stranger. 

For me, that experience added a whole new meaning to John 14:12 when Jesus said that we, who believe on 
Him, shall also do those works that He did, and greater works than these shall we do. Is it possible we are 
giving Jesus opportunity to reach into and touch the hearts of complete strangers by the service we give in 
His Name? 
After taking the young man up to the Pirie Street Mission, I went back down to the café to introduce myself 
to the businessman to let him know who I represented. 
David Elwell 
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JESUS CARES HAS MOVED THEIR MINISTRY CENTRE 
(AGAIN) 
Unfortunately after two years renting at  25A Federal Road, we have been asked to move. This 
has been the story of our life renting in the West Ryde area. People who rent properties  after a few years 
decide to sell them , demolish them and rebuilt etc. 
So we have moved to a new house at 10 Gordon Street, EASTWOOD and signed a 12 month lease. 
Here is hoping and praying our tenancy will be a long and happy one. 
The Ministry Centre is where we run the Ministry from including running the vans into the city. 
Our Coordinator Michael Smith and his family live in the premises and  share the costs with the Ministry. 
 

Volunteers 
To register your interest as a volunteer please call  Michael Smith 0405 159 623 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteers serving at the 
Sunday afternoon meeting  
 

Meeting and Ministry Times 
 
Inner City Ministry 
Breakfast for rough sleepers around Central Station. Thurs  leave at 6am from Eastwood start  serving at 
7am n the city 
 
Van Ministry every Friday and Saturday night-meet at the Ministry Centre 6.pm to prepare food, have a time of 
fellowship and  praise and worship  before setting out  to the city in the Jesus Cares van . 
 
Sunday Afternoon Fellowship every Sunday Afternoon (4pm – 6pm), at the Salvation Army Street level 
Premises, corner Crown and Albion Streets, Surry Hills. Volunteers always needed to help  with service of tea and 
coffees and a hot meal.  
 
Threads of Hope Op Shop-Shop 3 Freeman Street Lalor Park  ring John Crawford   0415 803 000  
 

 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING- Jesus 
Cares Ministry Inc 
Once a year we hold the Annual General Meeting of Jesus 
Cares Ministry. Its purpose is to review the year, approve the 
Financial Statements and reports and elect the Committee. 
Whilst everyone is welcome only members can vote. 
However you can apply to become a member on the night of 
the AGM. 
 
Date and Time: Thursday 22nd September, commencing 
at 8pm 
Place of Meeting: Jesus Cares Ministry Centre-10 
Gordon Street, EASTWOOD 2122 


