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A MINISTRY THAT REACHES OUT TO THE POOR, HOMELESS AND 

MARGINALISED PEOPLE OF OUR CITY WITH THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS 

Lalor Park Op-shop 
We say Threads of Hope Op shop  is a safe house and sometimes this is tested out to 
the fullest extent. 

A few months ago we had two women running into the shop with one wanting to 
bash the other one! Why? Because one of these women stole clothes off the washing 
line of the other. When we dug further this young woman had been in trouble with 
the Police from shop lifting earlier in the day. 

But this was not the end of matter. We had to protect this young women until the 
Police arrived, which took them two hours-protecting the perpetrator from others who had found 
about the theft. Name calling chanting and verbal threats came thick and fast-it was disgusting, one 
would have thought she had committed murder the way the others were behaving.  Just quite 
disgusting that fellow human beings can behave in such a manner. 

This was all going on in the shop that also affected every other shopper and the wonderful volunteers 
we have that makes Threads of Hope such a great place to come to. 

I share this story because sometimes as Christians it is not easy being patient and kind in showing 
God’s unconditional love to others. It can be difficult when we have people around us who make us 
uncomfortable. It has to be a choice to love and to care and we all need Gods strength to help us with 
our attitudes when our own human emotions may be saying something else to us. 

Nonetheless the Op shop is that safe house that many come to in seeking refuge from domestic issues 
or just harassing neighbours. Some people live with these issues every day of their lives but at least 
we can do our part to give them hope beyond their circumstances. We must always give God the 
glory for his mercy and grace.  John Crawford 

 

Blacktown 

On Friday nights a team of dedicated volunteers, meet outside Blacktown Station.   

We have a table with simple food, coffee and tea together with Bibles and tracts. 

Some stories from those our team interacted with. (we do not use their real names) 

Sonny, a Christian Islander who had had difficulty with drink, told us how God had given him a job 
after a long time of not feeling he could get one. He also said that he had been convicted while taking 
to us and now he was going to go home and repent of his sins - thank you Lord. 

Two Muslim men came along  talked about circumstances in their lives . They asked for prayer for 
one of their mother’s health and general direction in life. One of them especially was touched by the 
Sprit of God after conversations about Jesus. Please pray they will meet other Christians and be 
helped more, or that they will return to the Station and talk to us more. 

We challenged Tui, a catholic Islander about salvation. He was very open and sincere with questions 
and we were able to give him some answers. We hope and pray he will think about what we said to 
him and will come back again for more. 

We had some good conversations, mainly with Christians. Billy, a Samoan who attended a well 
known church had given his heart to the Lord. He didn't feel he was doing what Jesus wanted him to 
do, but was staying away from drugs and alcohol and from other friends who would lead him astray. 
We thought he was doing pretty well and encouraged him. It is hard to be a Christian in our Society. 

His mates chatted for a while sharing their experiences. One had been in jail where he had an 
encounter with Jesus.  They both commented on how un-judgemental we were compared to other 
Christians and enjoyed talking to us.  Please pray that Phillip, a Chinese man who knew nothing 

much about Jesus and wanted to know more will remember some of what was 
spoken to him.  Starting at Genesis  I  explained how sin came into the world 
and how Jesus came to take it away. He was quite 
interested to know more.  

 Vanessa  

  

Our team of volunteers at Blacktown ,it is always good to 
have the police supporting the ministry  
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LAKEMBA BOOK TABLE 
 
On Thursdays during the day we have a table outside the Uniting Church in the main street of Lakemba, where we reach out to 

people passing by with Bibles and tracts in a variety of languages as well as coffee and snacks. 

We are blessed to have Rosa and Soliman who are Arabic speakers volunteering with us. 

This new Jesus Cares ministry outreach has been running for some 4 months. Whilst Lakemba is a majority Muslim area there 

are many other nationalities and backgrounds.  

Real names are not used in these stories. 

Over the last 4 months we have given out many Arabic Bibles as well Bibles in English and other languages. One man in full 

Islamic dress came and asked for a Bible in English.  

You would have to ask where would a Muslim get a Bible. He would be unlikely to go to a Christian Bookshop for one in case 

he was seen! We were able to provide one. 

A Bangladeshi lady came to the table and was thrilled to see that we had a Bible in her own language. She went on her way 

rejoicing. This was such a blessing to her and to us to knowing  we are there for everybody who comes by. 

A man called Hamid came and wanted a Bible.  After chatting for a while it was clear he was searching   for the truth. One of 

our volunteers sat down with him and Hamid shared his story. He said he was brought up a Muslim, but came to understand the 

Quran contained stories from the Bible and other sources. He says he decided to find out what the Bible was all about. He 

wanted to go to the source! We talked about the Bible ,what it contained and what who wrote it. In particular he was shown 

where he could find what Jesus did and what Jesus said. I explained what it means to follow Jesus and what he must do to find 

him. He readily agreed, we prayed over his life and said the sinner’s prayer. He had great joy and we hugged - Hamid is now a 

Christian. He promised to come back next week with a bunch of questions. 

A  man we will call Hassan came and Rosa spoke with him in Arabic for a long time, sharing about who Jesus really was. He 

had been searching  and  at that point made a decision to follow Jesus and  become a Christian. Rosa was able to put him contact 

with a man who has converted from Muslim to Christianity to help him on his journey. 

A young women in a Burka (covering from head to foot), came and gave us information on Islam and Mohammad. She was 

trying to convert us to Islam! We know many know we are there and are watching us. 

There also are many opportunities to pray for people. If those who come from the Muslim faith are touched by God through 

prayer, we are leaving a deposit in their lives that God can use. Many Muslims come to faith through dreams and visions. 

A severely disabled man came with his carer, a Muslim. His carer said the disabled man was a Christian and could we pray for 

him. We gladly did! 

 There are many areas of need  for people  of all races in this area  many are disadvantaged in many ways. It is a very mixed 

community. 

We have found that often Muslims have a high regard for Isa (Jesus). Our goal is to show them Jesus as he claims to be in the 

New Testament .  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

A simple book table with tea and coffee at 
Lakemba promting interesting conversations 
with passers by who are interested in what we 
are doing there.  

 

Serving breakfast at 
Blemore Park 



 

 Exploring connections between homelessness and government supplied housing 
Source: Aust. Institute of Health and Welfare 2015 Report 
 

Whilst access to safe secure housing is considered one of the most basic of human rights, especially in a first world country such 
as Australia, to many it is still an unfulfilled dream. 

  

Governments provide Specialists  Homeless Service (SHS) to people who are homeless or are at risk of being homeless. Much of 
what is being offered by SHS’s is crisis and emergency accommodation as well as other drug & alcohol and mental health 
support services. 

  

Governments also supply what is now called Social Housing- known to many as Public Housing, which is supplied to low 
income and other vulnerable people-with over 90% being on Centrelink Benefits. 

  

At 30th June 2013, there were some 421,000 Social Housing dwellings in Australia. 

The majority of clients entering social housing were female (61%). The biggest family type was a single person at 34%, a single 
adult with one child 24% and couples with children a mere 7%. This shows the changing demographics. 

Furthermore one third of people entering social housing were Aboriginal, with Indigenous households being 6 times more likely 
to be living in social housing. 

More than half of all women entering social housing were experiencing domestic and family violence. 

  

Other priority groups entering social housing included those who were already homeless and those living in unsuitable or 
unstable conditions. For those who have been homeless, being granted a social housing place for many means an entry into safe, 
secure and sustainable housing, possibly for the first time. However to maintain that tenancy requires support as the lifestyle of a 
homeless person will pose a challenge for housing stability. 

  

The other issue is the waiting period. Even though a person may fall into the “greatest need” category such as fleeing domestic 
and family violence-those who are homeless or are living in substandard accommodation, priority housing can still have a four 
year wait in New South Wales. 

  

Those with the “greatest need”, must have been supported by an SHS agency, with 85% retaining their social housing. Yet 15% 
exited social housing in the same period. 

These tenants were more likely to have challenging behaviours, drugs/alcohol, trauma, incest, sexual assault and problem 
gambling than other tenants. 

Life for many in this group from an early childhood has been nothing short of tragic. 
  
  
Many of the people in this article are the people we regularly see in this ministry. A good number have been granted social 
housing- often on a 12 month tenancy to see how they function in a different environment.  Some we know have a “place” yet we 
still see them coming to the van for social contact and a hot drink. Others who were once regulars- we no longer see, hopefully 
because they have settled into their new environment.  
It is far better for them to be off the streets, as they could live longer by not being regularly exposed to violence and the elements. 
It is not a lot of fun to be cold, wet and just miserable  
  
 

ANNUAL FUNDRAISING DINNER 
Jesus Cares held its Annual Fundraising dinner at the Ryde Eastwood Leagues Club on Saturday 30th May. 
Our guest Speaker was Rev Noreen Towers OAM, shared her experiences working for Wesley Mission 
spanning  40 years of service  to the homeless, marginalised, lonely and drug addicted.   
The evening raised over $28,000 which will ensure we are able to continue the work of ministry amongst 
that same people group that Noreen worked with.  
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INNER CITY MINISTRY 
 
It is with considerable regret that we announce that Bill Lemon our Coordinator has 
resigned his position from Jesus Cares Ministry. He is leaving in mid June. 
Bill has completed over 10 years service with the ministry. This was recognised by the 
Committee last year when Bill was presented with a plaque to commemorate the 
occasion. 
Bill’s main role in Jesus Cares has been responsibility for the coordination of the ministry and training 
and mentoring volunteers.  
During the time Bill has been our Coordinator, we have seen many positive changes being made in the 
way the ministry is run that includes improvements to existing functions. Also Bill has introduced new 
ways of doing things which has increased the breadth of what we do. 
Bill also has developed good skills in managing and using sound equipment, videos and the like. 
We wish him well in whatever he has planned for the future - he will be missed. 

 
Meeting and Ministry Times 
call Michael Smith on 0405 159 623 if you would like to volunteer in any area of the 
ministry 

  

Inner City Ministry  
Breakfast for rough sleepers around Central Station. Thurs & Fri (leave at 6am from Ryde, start   serving 
at 7am in the city) 

Van Ministry every Friday and Saturday night-meet at the Ministry Centre 6.30-7pm for food preparation, 
fellowship, praise and worship  

Sunday Afternoon Fellowship every Sunday Afternoon (4pm – 6pm), at the Salvation Army Street level 
Premises, corner Crown and Albion Streets, Surry Hills. 

Blacktown/ Lalor Park  Ministry 

Meets at Blacktown Station on Friday nights-ring Vanessa Burgess 0425 532 820 

Threads of Hope Op Shop-Shop 3 Freeman Street Lalor Park  ring John Crawford   0415 803 000  

Volunteers  

We are blessed by the volunteers that God gives us. However we are always needing volunteers who have a 

passion to serve in this ministry.  We ask you to pray an increase to our volunteer base. Jesus Cares will 

support and train volunteers who will be well supervised and guided.  

 

 Volunteers are needed to help in the kitchen on Sunday 

afternoons in the city  as well as Friday and Saturday 

nights to minister in the inner city and breakfasts on 

Thursday and Friday mornings. 

  

Ministry at Tom Uren Square Darlinghurst on Friday and Saturday nights 


